Mrs Wood, aged 30, a strong muscular woman, the mother of five children, was, on the 5th September, after an easy natural labour, delivered of a weakly male child. The placenta was united by firm adhesions to the uterus for one-half of its extent; small abscesses were detected scattered over its surface,
together with other alterations in its structure, indicating inflammation of its substance. Before her confinement, she complained for upwards of two months of a feeling of languor, disinclination to work, inability to lie on right side, becoming livid in face, loss of appetite, intermittent jaundice, occasional vomiting, costive bowels, and dyspeptic symptoms. These symptoms she attributed to her pregnant condition, and hence did not seek for medical advice. Four days after her confinement she rose and went about her ordinary household duties, and for a week after felt stronger than she had done for some months.
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